2010/2012 SHO Rotations – Connolly Programme

Number of 1-year rotations: 5

Number of 2-year rotations: 8

Length of posts: 3 or 4 month
Hospitals on programme: 
Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown





Sligo General Hospital





Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan





Beaumont Hospital, Dublin


Programme Information:
BACKGROUND

Connolly Hospital was founded in 1955 in response to the rise in the incidence of tuberculosis.  At that time, tuberculosis was treated with exposure to fresh air and sunlight.  Blanchardstown was a rural village several miles from Dublin, Cabra had only been developed and Finglas and Castleknock were small villages on the north-western fringe of the city. 

In the early 1960s the introduction of effective antibiotics revolutionised the treatment of tuberculosis and there was no need for the hospital to continue in its original role.  By this stage however, there was increasing urban development in the area around the hospital and the hospital was recognised as a General Hospital in 1973.  By the early 1980s the increasing population of the catchment area and pressures on other hospitals resulted in the hospital’s integration into the Accident and Emergency Service for North Dublin. 

At this time there were very few consultant appointments to the hospital with their primary commitment to the Mater, Jervis Street and Richmond Hospitals. 

Over two thirds of the acute medical beds, including Coronary Care Unit, were located away form the main hospital block.  A significant number of services were provided from temporary prefabricated buildings, which were erected in the early 1980s.  As demands on the hospital’s services increased these buildings and ancillary facilities were inadequate to meet the needs of the catchment population. 

NEW HOPSITAL DEVELOPMENT

In 1995 agreement was reached with the Department of Health and Children to undertake a major development at the hospital.  In 2000 we commenced a €96m Capital Development Programme.  This development replaced the older buildings on the site, which were spread out over a large area, with a modern facility, utilising a combination of new buildings integrated with substantially upgraded existing ones. The new development was commissioned in October 2004 and includes a new Emergency Department, Coronary Care and Cardiac Unit, Psychiatry of Old Age Day Hospital, Theatre Suite, Surgical and Medical Block, Intensive Care Unit, Day Surgery facilities and a General Adult Psychiatric Unit.  

Until recently the hospital was known as James Connolly Memorial Hospital and has, in the past, been under the governance of the former Eastern Health Board and the former Eastern Regional Health Authority (as part of the former Northern Area Health Board).  Since January 1st 2005, Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown operates in Hospital Network 10 alongside Beaumont Hospital, Mater Misericordiae University Hospital, Cappagh National Orthopaedic Hospital, Rotunda Hospital and Children’s University Hospital Temple Street. 

EXPANSION OF MEDICAL SERVICES AND CONSULTANT STAFF 

In recognition of the healthcare demands of the rapidly expanding local population, the Consultant Physician complement at Connolly was doubled in 2006 with the creation of 7 new posts (1 Gastroenterologist, 1 Endocrinologist, 1 Rheumatologist, 1 Cardiologist, 1 Gerontologist and 2 Pulmonologists). 

This initiative has a significant benefit in terms of postgraduate education.  Each department provides a structured postgraduate teaching programme. Furthermore a Consultant supervised daily ‘Morning Report’ occurs between 8 and 9 am and is attended by all of the Junior Medical Staff. 

This is a unique initiative, not practiced elsewhere in Ireland where complex cases admitted over the previous 24 hours are reviewed formally by Junior and Senior Medical Staff and provides an excellent opportunity for postgraduate medical education on a daily basis.

Consultant tutorials for those studying for the Membership Diploma of the Royal Colleges are provided throughout the year and more intensively in the run up to the examinations.

Consultant delivered healthcare is the aspired mode of care and is reflected by the increased Consultant presence and this in itself provides an excellent opportunity for education.
The working atmosphere in the hospital is exceptionally friendly and supportive, while at the same time delivers a high level of patient care.  
The hospital has been and continues to be an important training facility for medical, nursing and allied health professionals working closely with the Royal College of Surgeons (RCSI), Dublin City University (DCU), the institute of Technology, Trinity College Dublin (TCD) and University College Dublin  (UCD). 

SPECIALTIES PROVIDED FROM CONNOLLY HOSPITAL

General Medicine 

Intensive Care 

Out Patients Department 

Department of Cardiology 

Cardiac Rehabilitation 

Department of Rheumatology 

Department of Respiratory Medicine 

Department of Radiology 

Department of Psychiatry (Acute and Old Age)

Pharmacy 

Occupational Therapy Department 

Social Work Department 

Health Promotion 

General Surgery 

Emergency Medicine 

Department of Medicine for the Elderly 

Department of Gastroenterology 

Vascular Medicine Unit 

Department of Endocrinology 

Department of Anaesthesia 

Pathology Department 

Speech and Language Therapy Department 

Department of Nutrition and Dietetics 

Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation 

LOCAL AMENITIES
Connolly Hospital is situated on the northside of Dublin.  Nearby is the Phoenix Park which spans 1752 acres with gardens, lakes and a range of sporting activities.  There are a number of sports and leisure activities within Blanchardstown i.e. National Aquatic Centre, Sports and Leisure centres, Tennis Clubs, Golf Clubs and Riding Stables.  There is also a wide range of social amenities within the vicinity of the hospital i.e. Shopping Centres, Cinemas, Theatre, Library, Bars and Restaurants.

There is a frequent bus and train service to the city centre.

Car parking is available on site. 

