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RCPI Public Meeting Series — Promoting a Healthy N@on

The Royal College of Physicians of Ireland has

interest in the meeting with coverage in the naton

developed an annual programme to inform members of newspapers and on the national radio stations' chat
shows.

the public about key healthcare issues and to geoan
opportunity for the public to communicate their cems

to the RCPI. With the theme of "Promoting a Haalt
Nation", these public meetings aim to open the &yl

up to the public by creating a forum where heatiids

of interest to the population can be discussed with
experts in an easily accessible environment. Toere
the meetings will not necessarily always be heldhim
College. Theoretically at least they could takecela
anywhere in Ireland.

The first of the meetings in this series was orggahiby
the Faculty of Pathology and was entitled "Hospital
acquired infections: microbiological facts and peibl
perceptions”. Speakers included Professor Hilary
Humphreys, Consultant Microbiologist in Beaumont
Hospital, Mr. Stephen McMahon of the Irish Patients
Association and Ms. Eithne Donnellan, Health
Correspondent of the Irish Times. The Chair, DhnJo
Bowman, fielded the many questions and facilitaded
lively debate after the presentations.

The Faculty of Public Health Medicine organised the
second Public Meeting on the topic of Ireland's
relationship with alcohol, entitled "Is our lovdaif with
alcohol causing more pleasure than pain?" Chamed
Mr. David Begg, General Secretary of the Irish Qesg

of Trade Unions, the speakers were Dr. Declan Bddfo
Faculty of Public Health Medicine, Dr. Jim Kielyhief
Medical Officer in the Department of Health and
Children, and Ms. Marion Rackard, Executive Directo
of Alcohol Action Ireland.

Approximately 150 people attended this meeting Wwhic
generated a stimulating and lively debate. Thegmtess
spoke about our high level of drinking and the s
alcohol-related harm. There was general agreerhait t
not enough was presently being done to tackle the
problem and that evidence-based strategies neée to
implemented as was the case in reducing our
dependence on tobacco. There was considerabia med

Speakers at RCPI Public Meeting on Ireland’s reaship
with alcohol (I-r): Dr. Declan Bedford, Faculty &fublic
Health Medicine, Dr. Jim Kiely CMO, and Ms. Marion
Rackard, CEO Alcohol Action Ireland.

The third meeting in the series took place in tiolegge

on Kildare Street at 6pm on Wednesday, SeptemBer 19
and was organised by the Faculty of Occupational
Medicine on the topic of "Bullying and Harassmemt i
the Workplace". The meeting was chaired by Ms.igsill
Bowler, Chairperson of Irish Life & Permanent, dbd
John McDermott represented the Faculty on the panel
Other speakers included Dr. Abbie Lane, Consultant
Psychiatrist at St. John of Gods and Director @& th
Dublin County Stress Clinic, and Mr. Geoffrey Cooly
Athena Mediation.

This series has proved very popular and will preved
valuable forum for bringing information about key
health issues to the general public.
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Faculty of Public Health Medicine There were eight interesting posters on displayhat
. . . meeting and the prize for the best poster was aeuatal
Summer SClentTC Meeting, Ms. Louise Cullen, a Surveillance Scientist in the
May 29/30 ’ 2007 Department of Public Health Medicine in Letterkenny

Her poster was entitled ‘Influenza Influences — iotP
Project To Increase Uptake Of Seasonal Influenza
Vaccine By Targeting GP Practices, Nursing Homes
And Community Hospitals In The HSE-NW (Interim
Report)'.

This year's Summer Scientific Meeting was heldhie t
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland on Tuesdag a
Wednesday May 29and 3¢, 2007.

The first session covered a range of topics, inod
local health inequality indicators, the distributicf
well-being in Ireland and hospitalisation as an
opportunity for smoking cessation interventionsheT
subject of the optimal timing for early childhood
intervention was also discussed, and Professoickatr
Wall presented a paper identifying some of the ipubl
health implications of gambling in Ireland.

The session on Tuesday afternoon dealt with

International Health and included a presentatiorDby

Michael Ryan from the WHO on International Health

Security. Other topics addressed in this sessiclnded

the public health response to HIV in Southern Adrand

maternal survival in developing countries. Members of Faculty’s International Health Committeieh
Dr. Michael Ryan, WHO.

The programme for Wednesday included sessions on

Environmental Health and Infectious Diseases. &tém

change was the subject of two presentations, feltbioy

a report on a study of the burden of disease ilarick

due to lead, air pollution and contaminated water.

The session on Infectious Diseases included tatks o
MRSA and hospital hygiene, on an economic evalnatio
of new vaccination strategies in Ireland with thenped
introduction of Hepatitis B and pneumococcal vaesin
into the childhood schedule, and on HPV vaccinss, a
well as the use of a Geographic Information System
(GIS) in the investigation of outbreaks of infecso
diseases — both past and present.

The final session of this interesting and succéssfu
meeting again covered a range of topics, includive
public health challenge posed by osteoporosiseiiad,

the mlsperceptlons of 9 -12 year olds regardlngr the New Fellows, Members & CSCST’s with the Platformypan 29 May 2007.

weight status, the use of data from coronial fiies L-R from front row: Dr. Bernadette Herity ,Vice-Rigent RCPI, Dr. Anna

relation to the investigation of work-related raaalffic Clarke, Dean, Dr. T. Joseph McKenna, Acting Presid®CP!, Dr. Peter
e : _ Wright, Vice-Dean, Dr. Siobhan Jennings; Hon SecDBclan Bedford, Hon

fatalltles, a StUdy on ageing and self-rated heaitth a Treasurer, Dr Annette Rhatigan, Fellow, Mr. Kétbrris, Mace-Bearer, Dr.

presentation on health mapping tools. Mairin Boland, Fellow; Dr. Emer O’Connell, CSCST:, [Patricia
McDonald, CSCST, Dr. Mary Ward, Fellow; Dr. PatadPrendiville,
Member, Dr. Jane Whelan, Member, Dr Una Fallonpiber, Dr. Deirdre
Mulholland, Member & Dr. Aidan O’'Hora, Member
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Faculty establishes Training Forum

A workshop was convened in June 2006 on foot of the
Faculty’s Audit of Training which was published in
December 2004 and which highlighted the need for
improved communication, engagement and meaningful
discussions between the Specialist Registrars (SipRs
training and their Trainers. It was agreed at the
workshop that future ways of SpR-Trainer collabiorat
should be based on the principle of partnershigh wit
equal involvement of both sides in exploring issaed

in considering changes. The Training Forum was
established as a result of the recommendationhef t
workshop.

Training Forum
Membership of the Training Forum consists of four
SpRs, four Trainers and the National SpecialityeBlior
(NSD). The Forum is jointly chaired by a Trainedaa
SpR. The first meeting of the Forum was held on
December ¥, 2006 and two further meetings have been
held in 2007.

The aspiration of the Training Forum is to explore
relevant issues from the perspective of the comckrn
parties, to reach a consensus on these issuestoand
make recommendations to the NSD, who retains
accountability and retains her reporting relatiopstith

the Faculty’s Board and with the Irish Committee on
Higher Medical Training (ICHMT). In this way, the
Training Forum complements existing structures and
groupings. It is not an executive or a decision-imgk
structure. The Forum also retains an interesthim t
overall quality and development of training for Rub
Health Medical Specialists as one of its main and
enduring concerns. The minutes of the Forum’s
meetings are circulated to all SpRs and trainesuds,
concerns, etc. from the SpRs can be brought to the
Forum via their representatives.

Work of Forum to date:
A subgroup has looked at how to develop a
shared vision of Training in Public Health
Medicine. This is a substantial undertaking and
will require a facilitated workshop which will be
attended by trainers and SpRs. Funding has
been agreed and it is being planned for later this
year.
A Working Charter has been developed by the
Forum and has been referred to the NSD for
consideration.

The Forum also reviews documents referred to it
by the Trainers Group and the NSD. So far it has
reviewed:
0 “Guidelines for Protected Time and
Study Leave for Specialist Registrars in
Public Health Medicine”.
0 “Role of the Medical Secretary”.

Members of the Training Forum are: Catherine Lynch,
Davida de La Harpe, Derval Igoe, Eibhlin Connolly,

Emer O’Connell (joint chair resigned from the Forum

July 2007), Helena Murray, Howard Johnson, Jane
Whelan (joint chair from July 2007), Miriam Owens

(joined July 2007) and Peter Wright (joint chair).

Competence Assurance Scheme
A Faculty Competence Assurance sub-Committee has
been established, chaired by Dr. Anne Sheahan, to
establish a pilot for competence assurance. Theyirme
March and May.

The purpose of the Competence Assurance Scheme
(CAS) is to ensure that doctors maintain the necgss
knowledge and skills to function as effective
practitioners throughout their working lives. Itra to
enhance the standard of care provided by all dectod

to protect the public from those who are performing
poorly. Key competencies have been identified gisin
the ICHMT training programme and knowledge of the
generic work of public health specialists.

Doctors are expected to achieve a minimum of 250-
CME credit points throughout a five-year cycle. §hi
equates to an average of 50 credit points per y2ae.
CME credit point equates to one hour of educational
activity. The Medical Council has changed the CAS
requirements to include CME, Peer Review and Audit,
but the exact breakdown of the credits to be obthlmas
not been agreed.

The CAS sub-committee are currently finalising adelo
which will facilitate all public health specialisti
recording their achievement of credits. It wiltinde a
number of tools to assist them, including the catiph

of personal development plans, personal learning
projects and reflective learning. Once the moded h
been agreed, it will be piloted and evaluated leefor
rolling it out for all Specialists in Public Health
Medicine.
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Successful candidates in MFPHMI Part 1
Examination since November 2006

November 2006

Dr. Ogonda Ada Bennett

Dr. James Chikondano Chipezayani Chipwete
Dr. Faiza Shahzad

Dr. Geraldine Rita McDarby

Dr. John James Mallon O'Dowd

Dr. Kathleen Skinner

Dr. Christopher Zishiri

April 2007
Dr. John Bernard Licorish

Successful candidates in MFPHMI Part 2
Examination since November 2006

November 2006

Dr. Paul Kavanagh

Dr. Patricia Prendiville

(Both admitted May 2007, Dr. Kavanagh in absentia)

April 2007

Dr. Deirdre Mulholland

Dr. Geraldine Osborne

Dr. Jane Whelan

(All admitted May 2007, Dr. Osborne in absentia)

Ad Eundum

Dr. Una Fallon

Dr. Aidan O'Hora
(Admitted May 2007)

Fellows:

Admitted May 2006

Dr. Suzanne Cotter

Dr. Anne Kilgallen

Dr. Ann Marie O'Byrne
Dr. Diarmuid O'Donovan
Dr. Vinod Tohani

Dr. David Weakliam

Admitted May 2007
Dr. Mairin Boland
Dr. Annette Rhatigan
Dr. Mary Ward

Please note:
There will only be one sitting for the MFPHMI
Part 1 in 2008; it will be held in the Spring.

Theses submitted for Membership of the
Faculty of Public Health in 2006/2007:

2006:
Dr. Helena G. Murray: ‘A Survey Of Irish General
Practitioners On Sexually Transmitted Infections’.

Dr. Sarah Doyle: ‘An Evaluation And Audit Of The
Asylum Seeker Communicable Disease Screening
Service In The Eastern Region’.

2007:
Dr. Paul Kavanagh: ‘Early Detection - A Strategyr Fo
Colorectal Cancer Control In Ireland’.

Dr. Deirdre Mulholland: ‘Validation Of The National
Central Methadone Treatment List'.

Dr Patricia Prendiville: ‘The Control And Treatnten
Services For Chlamydia Trachomatis Infection In The
Health Service Executive-South East: A Needs
Assessment’.

Dr. Jane Whelan: ‘Survey Of The Health And
Functional Status Of Older People In The South Bdst
Ireland’.

Copies of these theses are available from Mr. Robter
Mills, Librarian at the Royal College of Physiciansof
Ireland in Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

Faculty of Public Health Medicine
Winter Scientific Meeting

Wednesday and Thursday, 8 & 6™ December 2007
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland
6 Kildare Street Dublin

The closing date for receipt of abstracts was
October 4" 2007.
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Jacqueline Horgan
Registrars Bronze Medal 2007

RAMI Section of Epidemiology and Public Health

Prize for the best oral presentation of work of
population health/epidemiological interest.

Open to all disciplines.
Submission closing date: 19 October, 2007 @ 3pn

Meeting: 22" November. 2007 at 2pm
- RCPI, 6 Kildare Street, Dublin 2

Please forward entries by email plus CV to
helenmoore@rcpi.ie

Further details: www.rami.ie

Chairs of Faculty Committees for 2007:

Education and Examinations: Dr. Margaret O'Sullivar,
Fellowship: Professor Joe Barry

Finance & General Purposes: Dr. Declan Bedford
Accreditation: Dr. Berna Herity

International Health: Dr. Siobhan Jennings
Competence Assurance Scheme: Dr. Anne Sheahan
Meetings: Dr. Patricia Fitzpatrick

Advocacy: Professor Joe Barry

Research Ethics: Dr. Paul Guéret

Examiners: Dr. Emer Shelley

Trainers: Dr. Derval Igoe, NSD

Newsletter: rotating chair.

N

RAMI Section of Epidemiology and

Public Health Medicine
Chair: Dr. Joan O’'Donnell
Section Secretary Dr. Howard Johnson
(howard.johnson@mailf.hse.ie)

Programme — Autumn 2007

Date: Thursday 2% November 2007

Venue RCPI, Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

Title: Jaqueline Horgan Bronze Medal Meeting

Time: 2.00pm

Please keep in mind the following dates for the RAM

Section of Epidemiology & Public Health Medicine’s
Spring Meetings:

January 17 2008 — Hospitals and Quality of Care

February 21 2008 — Migrant Health

March 13" 2008 - President’s Valedictory address

Speakers to be announced.

Locations of Specialist Registrars (Year)

Dr. Fionnuala Cooney, HSE, North-Western Area (2)
Dr. Anne Dee, HSE, Southern Area (2)

Dr. Fionnuala Donohue, HSE, Mid-Western Area (2)
Dr. Sinéad Donohue, HSE, Eastern Region (2)

Dr. Paul Kavanagh, HSE, Eastern Region (4)

Dr. Ina Kelly, HSE, Southern Area (2)

Dr. Catherine Lynch, HSE, South-Eastern Area (2)

Dr. Eleanor McArdle, HPSC 6 months, then DOHC (4)

Dr. Denise McCarthy, UCD 6 months, then HSE
Midland Area (3)
Dr. Aine McNamara, HSE, Western Area (4)

Dr. Deirdre Mullholland, HPSC — 3 months part-time,

then DOHC — 9 months part-time (TBC) (4)

Dr. Helena Murray, HSE, Eastern Region (4)

Dr. Mary O'Meara, HSE, North-Eastern Area (4)
Dr. Aidan Ryan, DOHC 6 months then HPSC (4)

Dr. Breda Smyth, DOHC 6 months then HSE West (4)
Dr. Jane Whelan, HSE, SE Area then WHO (OPE) (3)

Locations of SpRs Commencing Training
in 2007

Dr. Jennifer Martin, HSE Western Area
Dr. Maire O’Neill, HSE North-Western Area
Dr. Miriam Owens, HSE Eastern Region
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- if you have any suggestions or items of news
you think might be of intere:

- if you are organising aonference that would be
interest to Faculty members.

Please circulate this newsletter to your colleagto
ensure that you receive future editions please
sure that the Faculty has your up to date ¢
address. Email the Faculty fthm@rcpi.ie with
your email addres

Board Correspondence, September 2007

Documents received by the Board of the Faculty:

Indicators of Safe & Effective Care — Draft Prodedar
Comment, HSSPS, Belfast.

Draft Standards & Recommended Practices for
Decontamination of RIMD in Acute Hospitals, Natibna
Hospitals Office.

Code of Practice for Healthcare Records Management,
National Hospitals Office

Researching Children’s Worlds Conference, November
2007, HSE.

Invitation to make a submission re Vaccine Damage,
Vaccine Damage Steering Group, DOHC

Invitation to make a submission re Guide to Ethical
Conduct, Medical Council

EASAC Report “Tackling Antibacterial Resistance in
Europe”, Chairman, EASAC

June Newsletter, Clinical Indemnity Scheme
Centre for Medical Genetics

Impact of Migration of Infectious Diseases In Eugop
report, EASAC.

2" Annual Report of NICEAC, HSSPS.

The Faculty’'sinternational Health Committee
invite members who would like to be informec |of
the progress with the work of the Committe( | to
send in their e mail addresses to the Comn |itee
Secretary, Dr. Suzanne Cotter at:

Suzanne.Cotter@Mailx.hse.ie

Dr. Anne O’Connor and Dr. Anna Clarke, Dean of the
Faculty, at the Summer Scientific Meeting.

Faculty of Public Health Medicine
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland
Frederick House
19 South Frederick Street

Dublin 2

Editorial Team

Dr Melissa Canny
Dr Deirdre Murray
Dr Ann Marie O’'Byrne
Dr Maire O’Connor
Dr Bernadette O’Keefe
Dr Patrick O’Sullivan

Email: fphm@rcpi.ie




