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The relevance of the Clinical
Indemnity Scheme to Public
Health doctors: Dr. Ailis Quinlan,
Head of the Clinical Indemnity

Scheme.

Clinical indemnity for all Public Health doctors
employed in the Irish health sector is provided
by the Clinical Indemnity Scheme (CIS). The
CIS was established in July 2002, within the
State Claims Agency, with a brief to;
— To drive and support a patient
safety culture
— To reduce the number of clinical
claims
— To manage clinical claims in a
cost-effective and timely manner
Indemnity is provided free of charge for
delivery of professional clinical services. It is
important to note that CIS does not cover
attendance at Medical Council disciplinary
hearings. Since fees for legal representation at
such hearings can exceed €10,000 for one
day, all doctors are strongly advised to arrange
supplementary  cover  through another
indemnifier.
Prior to the inception of the scheme, it was not
possible to establish the national picture
regarding patient safety since the various
indemnifiers guarded their data jealously under
the guise of commercial sensitivity. The CIS
has commissioned and rolled out nationally a
web based, highly secure, confidential, clinical
incident reporting system, STARSWeb. It is
designed to capture clinical incidents and “near
misses”. The data entered is confidential to the
organisation entering it. All data on the system
is available to the CIS to facilitate trend
analysis and benchmarking.
Almost six years down the road, we now have
a clear picture vis a vis patient safety in
Ireland. The Irish claims and adverse incident

profile mirror entirely the international picture
with regard to developed countries. The good
news for Public Health doctors is that the
number of claims relating to the specialty is
miniscule. However, there is no room for
complacency and vigilance is required in
certain aspects of service delivery:

- Medical records-need to be accurate,
legible, signed and retained for the
appropriate period of time as per HSE
NHO Medical Records Retention Policy.
Confidentiality-issues can arise where
large numbers attend clinics.
Consent-need to ensure that informed
consent is obtained at all times.
Maintenance of professional
competence.

A confidential medico-legal helpline is manned
by legally trained Clinical Claims managers at
the CIS and the most frequent queries from all
specialties relate to the above issues.

Data gleaned from analysis of claims, reviews
of serious adverse events and incidents
reported are used to provide an evidence base
to inform education and training developed by
the CIS.

For further details, see our website at
http://www.stateclaims.ie/ClinicallndemnitySch
eme/introduction.html

Dr Kate Frazer & Dr Patricia Fitzpatrick, Dean
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The Faculty of Public Health
Medicine 2009 Summer
Scientific Meeting

The Faculty of Public Health Medicine, RCPI,
held its Annual Summer Scientific Meeting and
conferring ceremony in May at the Royal
College of Physicians in Dublin

Over the two days of the meeting, five sessions
explored areas currently of particular
pertinence to health, given the direct health
effects of a global world on matters of health
protection and the indirect effect which a global
world economy can have on health as reflected
by health inequalities, health service choices
and on individuals life-choices. The five
sessions included suicide and self harm, health
inequalities, health information for health
services, lifestyle issues, and health protection.
In addition a number of posters were displayed
reflecting the diversity of work and interest of
those involved with public health.
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Dr's Miriam Owens, Davina Healy, Joe Barry &
Margaret Fitzgerald

To start the 1% session of the 1 day, Jennifer
Martin addressed the issue of “Alcohol-
Attributable deaths and Hospitalisations for
Ireland”, which was followed by Ella Arensman
on “Trends in Suicide and Other External
Causes of Death In Ireland 1980-2005". One of
the Keynote speakers for this session, Geoff

Day, elaborated on the theme with a
discussion on risk and protective factors for
suicide and self-harm.

Tony Holohan, Chief Medical Officer of the
Department of Health & Children, gave a key
note thought provoking wide ranging address
both on the evolving role of the Medical
Division of the Department of Health and
Children and the role both of our Faculty and of
Public Health doctors.

Diarmuid O’Donovan opened the session on
Health Inequalities with a key note address on
health equity. Three other papers on related
themes - “Absolute and Socio-economically
Stratified Trends in Birth Rate and Infant
Mortality Rate in Ireland 1984-2005", “Mortality
Inequalites in the Republic of Ireland, 2000-
2006", and “Improving Health Equity via the
Social Determinants of Health in the EU” —
presented by Anne McCarthy, Breda Smyth
and Teresa Lavin respectively. These
developed the topic while raising some
searching questions.

While smoking seemed to be the focus of the
session on Lifestyle (Smoke and Mirrors) in the
form of three papers which had the word
“smoke” in their titles “Smoking Patterns in
Ireland: Evidence for New Cessation
Approaches” by Ruairi Brugha, “A Smoke-Free
Campus Policy and Implementation
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Procedures in an Irish Teaching Hospital” by
Irene Gilroy and “Smoke Free Homes and the
Influence of the Smoking Ban: Triangulation of
Quantitative and Qualitative Data” by Catherine
Hayes, they all raised lifestyle issues of choice,
enablement and personal vs environmental
factors, all of which were also reflected in Tim
Jackson’s thought provoking presentation on
the “Evaluation of a Mobile School Life
Education Project in Kerry”.

Dr Carmel Cullen, Health Atlas Project Manager;
Dr Miriam Owens, SpR, HSE East; Dr Catherine
Hayes, HSE East; Dr Howard Johnson, Health
Intelligence, Health Service Executive; Dr
Declan Bedford, A/Director of Public Health,
HSE North East; Ms Siobhan Masterson OHCAR
Project Manager, HSE NW; Dr Deirdre Murray,
HSE South; Dr Aidan Ryan, HSE NW

That health information is and should be key to
health service planning was ably and
comprehensively demonstrated by the five
speakers in the fourth session as they
addressed “Health Atlas Ireland — When
Location Really Matters” (Howard Johnson),
“Finding Service Provision Blackspots” (Miriam
Owens), “Solving Cancer Service Conundrums
- Health Atlas — Help or Hindrance?” (Deirdre
Murray), “Study Tracking Emergency
Department Patients (STEPS) Study” (Aidan
Ryan), and “Establishment of National Out-Of-
Hospital Cardiac Arrest Register (OHCAR)
Project” (Siobhan Masterson).

The final session of the two days covered the
broad sweep of Health Protection. As with
other sessions the scope of the topic was
reflected in the breadth of the six presentations
and the questions raised. The former included
“Informing the Human Papilloma Virus (HPV)
Immunisation Programme in Northern Ireland”
by Lourda Geoghegan, “Planning and
Implementation of Changes to the Primary
Childhood Immunisation Schedule and
Concurrent Catch-Up Campaign” by Brenda
Corcoran, “Low Childhood Immunisation Rates
due to Data Inaccuracies” by Anna Clarke,
“National Mumps Outbreak” by Suzanne Cotter
and Helena Murray, “Can ‘Out of Hours’ GP
Service Data be Used for Syndromic
Surveillance Purposes?” by Elaine Brabazon
and finally a joint presentation on Legionella by
Mary Ward and Nathalie Nicolay.

In addition to all of the above, Influenza HIN1
maintained a presence in many formats
throughout the two days including a poster
board which had daily national and
international updates, in addition to Declan
Bedford giving a brief summary of the situation
at the end of each day.

Dr Elizabeth Keane with Dr Maire O’Connor,
Chair of the Meetings Committee

The poster prize was awarded to Dr. Nathalie
Nicolay for her poster entitled “Clinical and

Epidemiological Aspects of Parvovirus B19 in
Ireland, January 1996 — June 2008” while the
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Zachary Johnson medal for best oral
presentation was won by Dr. Breda Smyth for
her talk “Mortality Inequalities in the Republic
of Ireland, 2000-2006".

Specialist Training

National Specialty Director
Dr. Peter Wright is the current Director.

Specialist Registrars

There are currently 11 Specialist Registrars
(SpRs) in the training programme. One new
SpR commenced training in October 2009.

Two SpRs completed their training in the past
year:

Dr. Breda Smyth

Dr. Jane Whelan.

Current location of Specialist Registrars

NAME TRAINING INSTITUTION

Eleanor Dept of Health and

McArdle Children

Denise On leave

McCarthy

Sinead HSE-North East

Donohue

Fionnuala HSE-East

Donohue

Anne Dee Safefood

Fionnuala Dept of Health and

Cooney Children

Catherine Lynch | National Immunisation
Office

Ina Kelly HSE- Midlands

Jennifer Martin HPSC

Miriam Owens Hse-East
Jenny O'Hanlon | HSE-South
Mary O'Riordan | HSE-West
Successful Candidates 2009
Part Il - April 2009

Dr. Ogonda Ada Bennett
Dr. Jennifer Martin

Dr Jennifer Martin, Dr Patricia Fitzpatrick, Dean
and Dr Anne Sheahan

Annual Conferring Ceremony

Fellowship
Dr. Louise Doherty
Dr. Hannah Mary Sheahan

Membership

Professor Thomas Fahey (ad Eundum)
Dr. Jennifer Martin

Dr. Eleanor McArdle

Certificate of Satisfactory Completion of

Specialist Training
Dr. Helena Geraldine Murray

Dr Helena Murray & Dr. Louise Doherty
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Dates for your diary:

Faculty of Public Health Medicine
Winter Scientific Meeting 2009

RAMI Section of Epidemiology and
Public Health
Jacqueline Horgan
Registrar’s Bronze Medal 2009

Wednesday 9 ™ December
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland
No. 6 Kildare Street Dublin

The Facult%/ AGM will also take place on
Wednesday 9"'December, immediately following
the Winter Scientific Meeting.

This is the main business meeting of the Faculty
and it is your opportunity to hear from the Board
and Committee Chairs about the past year’s
activities and future plans. Itis opento
Members and Fellows of the Faculty only. Any
Fellow or Member of the Faculty, in good
standing, who wishes to introduce a motion at
the AGM should send it in writing to the
Honorary Secretary of the Faculty not less than
30 days before the meeting.

Meeting: 18" November 2008, 2pm — 5pm
Venue: Frederick House, 19 South Frederick
Street, Dublin 2

RAMI Section of Epidemiology &
Public Health

Please make a note of the following dates of
meetings:

Wednesday, ; January 20th, 6.00 for 6.30 pm
8.30/9pm;

Wednesday, February 17th, 6.00 for 6.30 p.m
-8.30/9pm;

Wednesday, March 24th, 6.00 for 6.30 pm-
8.30/9pm. All meetings will take place in
Frederick House, South Frederick St, Dublin 2

Faculty of Public Health Medicine
Summer Scientific Meeting 2009

Study Day
“Intelligent Use of Intelligent Data ~

Monday 24 ™ & Tuesday 25 ™ May 2010

Summer Scientific Meeting
Venue: The Royal College of Physicians of
Ireland No. 6 Kildare Street, Dublin
Annual Conferring Ceremony at 7pm
This important annual event will take place in
the College on Monday 24™ May at 7pm when
Fellows will be admitted and successful exam
candidates will be conferred with Membership.
It will be followed by a Reception

Annual Dinner at 8pm
Fellows and Members of the Faculty, and the
admission candidates, are encouraged to attend
the Annual dinner on Monday 24" May with
their family and friends
Venue: The Royal College of Physicians of
Ireland No. 6 Kildare Street, Dublin

An approved RCPI study day facilitated by
Public Health Specialist Registrars and RAMI

Date: Thursday November 26 2009
Time: 10.30 am — 4.00 pm
Venue: RCPI South Frederick Street, Dublin 2
Covering:

Health Intelligence the National &
International Perspectives

The practical aspects of data: multiple
uses and multiple users of datasets &
their different perspectives

This event is open to all Public Health
Consultants and Specialist Registrars, members
of RAMI and Specialist Registrars in other
Faculties. In order to facilitate all interested
advance registration is required.

For further information contact: Claire Hughes
at RCPI clairehughes@rcpi.ie
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Conferring Group Photo 26 May 2009

Front row from L-R Dr Margaret O’Sullivan, Vice
Dean, Dr Patricia Fitzpatrick, Dean, Dr Frank
Murray, Registrar, Dr John Cuddihy, Honorary

Secretary. 2 "d row from L-R Dr Declan Bedford,
Honorary Treasurer, Dr Peter Wright, NSD, Mr

Karl Morris, Mace Bearer, Dr Anne Sheahan, Mr
Leo Kearns, CEO. 3 ™ Row Dr Tom Fahey, Dr

Helena Murray, Dr. Louise Doherty, Dr Jennifer

Martin and Dr Eleanor McArdle

Annual Smiley Lecture

20 November 2009
The Faculty of Occupational Medicine is pleased to
announce that Dr.Howard Frumkin, MD MPH DrPH
will deliver the 22nd Annual James Smiley Lecture
at 2.15pm on Friday 20th November 2009 in the
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland, No. 6
Kildare Street, Dublin, on the topic of Climate
Change and Health.

Dr Frumkin is Director of the National Center for
Environmental Health and Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry (NCEH/ATSDR)
at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

The Smiley Lecture is open to all medical and other
interested professionals; please note that booking

is required. Check here for further information
http://www.rcpi.ie/News/Pages/22ndAnnualSmileylL ecture

3" March 2010, in Frederick House
CME Study Day on Health and the
Environment - details to follow

Faculty of Public Health Medicine
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland
Frederick House
19 South Frederick Street
Dublin 2

EDITORIAL TEAM
Dr Melissa Canny
Dr. Deirdre Murray
Dr Emer O’Connell
Dr Maire O’Connor

Dr Bernadette O’Keefe

Dr Patrick O’Sullivan

Email: fphm@rcpi.ie

We would like to hear from you:

- if you have any suggestions or items
of news that you think might be of
interest;

- if you are organising a conference that
would be of interest to Faculty
members.

Please circulate this newsletter to your
colleagues; to ensure that you receive
future editions please make sure that
the Faculty has your up to date email
address. Email the Faculty at
fphm@rcpi.ie with your email address.




