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Flooding

 The Framework

 Role of Public Health

 Risk Assessment

 Risk Communication

 Resources



The New Framework (2006)

 Cover sets out scope

 Inter-Agency Planning, 
Preparing and Responding 
to Events Such As
 Fires, Transport 

Accidents, Hazardous 
Substance Incidents and 
Severe Weather 

 By the Principal Response 
Agencies 
 An Garda Siochana

 The Health Service 
Executive

 The Local Authorities

 With Linked Issues

 Six sections



The Role of Public Health

 The Local Authority is the lead agency

 The flood alert mechanism should ensure that 
Public Health is within the alerting cascade for 
multiagency partners

 MEM Framework guidance document on 
flooding: the Public Health role is to provide 
advice and guidance on public health issues 
related to the flood event

 Public Health advice and guidance is based on 
the outcome of the Public Health risk 
assessment



Public Health Risk Assessment

 Identify the population concerned

 Assess the risk to public health

 Risk communication to the public

 Risk communication to key health 
and other professionals



Public Health Risks Associated 

with Flooding

 Drowning and injury

 Psychological distress

 Carbon Monoxide poisoning

 Infectious diseases

 Chemical exposure 

HPA Flooding Chemical Event Checklist



Surveillance to be undertaken in 
regions affected by flooding

• monitor infectious diseases and health effects 
from exposure to environmental hazards 

• identify any emerging outbreaks of infectious 
disease

• identify any major events of chemical 
contamination 

• contribute to the provision of timely information 
to the public through press briefings

1. HPA Checklist for Response to Severe Flooding.

2. HPA Interim Guidance for HPUs – SurveillanceActivity 
During Floods.



Relevant Public Health resources

• - CIDR

• - GP Co-op OOH database (HSE-NE)

• - Health Atlas

- Liaison arrangements with NPIC 
(National Poisons Information 
Centre)



Communicate risk to health and 
other professionals

 HSE Crisis Management Team

 Interagency Local Co-ordination 
Group



Risk Communication to the Public

 Disruption of mains water supply with 
loss of drinking water

 Private water supplies

 Disruption of power supply

 Risk of carbon monoxide poisoning from 
use of generators, dehumidifiers etc

 Cleaning up safely after floods

 Prevent/reduce exposure to flood water, 
residues and other hazards (children).



Risk Communication to the Public

 Exposures to hydrocarbons, household and 
garden chemicals

 Food and allotments contaminated by flood 
water

 No additional immunisations are required; a 
tetanus booster is recommended if it is not up 
to date.

HPA Information Leaflets for the Public:

1. General information following floods

2. Coping without mains water

3. How to clean up safely following floods



Cleaning up safely after floods

 Hand-washing, protective clothing 
(wellies, apron, waterproof gloves)

 Wear a facemask and goggles for 
scrubbing, hosing or pressure washing.

 Cover cuts and sores with waterproof 
plasters

 Take care with electrics, gas and sharp 
objects 





Risk Communication to the Public

 Provide information regarding the 
psychological aspects of coping with 
flooding.

Coping with Flooding, HSE Psychology Dept., Nov 2009.




