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The National Cancer Control Programme

• The Programme will manage, organise and deliver cancer 

control on a whole population basis.  

• All cancer control activities will be controlled by the 

Programme.

• The Programme will integrate all elements of cancer 

control through a variety of settings, and will ensure a 

programmatic approach to cancer control through the 

application of evidence-based policy to clinical practice 

and all other components of cancer control.

• The Programme will be implemented through regional 

cancer centres and their networks.



Community Oncology

• address patient needs within the 

community at each stage of the patient 

journey

• empower community health care 

professionals to participate in cancer 

control
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TASK
Breast, Prostate, Lung, Gynae, 

Skin (NMSC & melanoma), 

Family Risk 

Literature review on 

evidence

Prepare draft guideline, referral form & 

patient leaflet

Consultation 

process

Outcome 1
Paper based guideline & 

referral form

Pilot & assess 

Feedback and 

change if required

Outcome 2
Electronic referral form 

using Healthlink

Pilot & 

evaluate

Outcome 3
Integrate into GPIT 

system 

Health One

Helix

Socrates

Complete GP

Developing GP Cancer Referral Guidelines 
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Follow Up

– GP follow up

• Discharge planning

• Ongoing role of acute service

• Education & training needs in community

– Rehabilitation & support

• Psychooncology

• Patient information needs



How has public health 

contributed?



Public Health Skills 

• Critical appraisal skills

• Epidemiology, statistics

• Research, Audit, Evaluation

• Clinical understanding

• Understanding of health service 

organisation



Public Health Leadership Role

• Advocacy

• GP-hospital interface

• People management



triona.mccarthy@cancercontrol.ie 01 828 7100
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