

Anonymous Survey Standard Application Form (AS-SAF) for Research proposals in line with the HSE National Framework for the Governance, Management and Support of Research

Anonymous Survey Standard Application Form (AS-SAF)

Background
The AS-SAF aims to reduce administrative burden for researchers and Research Ethics Committees (RECs), improve efficiency of ethics review and review for low ethical and data privacy risk for anonymous survey studies, that are anonymous at time of collection.
The Anonymous Survey Standard Application Form (AS-SAF) is designed to support a proportionate ethical review for survey-based research where only anonymous data is collected, where risks to participants are typically lower and governance requirements can be streamlined without compromising ethical standards. 

Irrevocably Anonymised Data
Irrevocably anonymised data is data which does not relate to an identified or identifiable natural person or to personal data rendered anonymous in such a manner that the data subject is not or no longer identifiable.[footnoteRef:1] It includes: [1:  “Data protection explained” – European Commission, https://commission.europa.eu/law/law-topic/data-protection/data-protection-explained_en ] 


· No collection of identifiers plus generalisation/suppression of indirect identifiers (e.g. age bands instead of date of birth, broad geographic areas).
· No linkage keys 
· Identification is not reasonably possible, even when combined with other datasets.
· The process meets the GDPR standard for anonymisation

Irrevocably anonymised data is not considered personal data under GDPR, therefore GDPR obligations do not apply to the irrevocably anonymised data set, but ethical considerations still apply (e.g. risk of harm, misuse).

Anonymous vs Pseudonymous data
In research applications, it is important to distinguish between anonymised data and pseudonymised data, as they are treated differently under data protection law. Anonymised data refers to information that has been processed so that individuals cannot be identified by any reasonably likely means, meaning the data is no longer considered personal data. In contrast, pseudonymised data is still considered personal data, as identifiers have only been replaced with a code or pseudonym and a link may still exist that allows individuals to be re-identified. Understanding this distinction helps ensure the correct application process and appropriate ethical and data protection review.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  General Data Protection Regulation (Recital 26 and Article 4(5))] 


	Aspect
	Anonymised Data
	Pseudonymised Data

	Definition
	Data that cannot identify an individual, and where identification is no longer possible by any reasonably likely means.
	Personal data where identifiers have been replaced with a code or pseudonym, but individuals can still be re-identified using additional information.

	Link to individuals
	No link exists to re-identify individuals.
	A link (key) exists that can link the data to individuals.

	GDPR status
	Not considered personal data once truly anonymised.
	Still considered personal data under GDPR.

	Example
	Survey responses collected without names, emails, IP addresses, or identifiable information, and where responses cannot be traced back to participants.
	Dataset where participant names are replaced with codes (e.g., P001, P002) but a separate file exists linking codes to identities.




Scope
The Anonymous Survey Standard Application Form (AS-SAF) should be used when: 
i. Surveys are anonymous i.e. no identifiable data is collected,
ii. Informed consent is obtained from participants, before any data is collected,
iii. The research ethical risk is low.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Research Ethical-Risk Screening Tool, HSE Research and Development, https://hseresearch.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/ResearchEthicalRiskScreeningTool-V1.0-2025.pdf 
] 


This form is intended only for studies involving a fully anonymous survey. If the study includes additional components, such as interviews, follow-up questionnaires, or any other data collection activities, this form is not appropriate, and full application form should be used.









































Declaration Statement and signatures of the Chief Investigator 
Declaration Statement and signature of the Chief Investigator 
I confirm each of the following statements by inclusion of my initials:

	No.
	Declaration
	Initials

	1. 
	I understand the definition of anonymous data means and I confirm this the data collected for this study meets that definition.
	

	2. 
	That the data collected for this Anonymous Survey will not be used to try to identify participants in any way.
	

	3. 
	That informed consent obtained from all participants and no personal identifiers are collected.
	

	4. 
	If the study receives a favourable opinion I agree to supply Annual Progress Reports, a final report, and to seek prior approval in writing from the Ethics Committee of any proposed changes/amendments to this protocol.
	

	5. 
	That all named co-investigators and collaborators have received the final version of the study protocol and/or this application form and are in agreement with their role.
	

	6. 
	I certify the information in this form is accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief and I understand my ethical and legal responsibilities as Chief Investigator of this study.
	

	AS-SAF CI Signature

	Chief Investigator Name (print):
	Date:
	

	Signature






























GENERAL INFORMATION
	GENERAL INFORMATION

	
PROJECT DETAILS

	1. Research Title 

	

	2.  Chief Investigator

	Title & Name:

	Qualifications:

	Position:

	Department:

	Organisation:

	Work Address:

	Preferred Contact Number:  

	Email:

	

	3. Is this study part of a qualification? YES ☐  NO ☐ (If no, do not complete details)

	Student Title and Name:

	Course title:

	Academic course:

	Academic Institution:

	

	4. Academic Supervisor title & name: (Complete only if this study is part of a qualification)

	Position:

	Organisation:

	Qualification:

	Email:

	Preferred contact number:

	

	5. Single or multiple site study? 

	Site/s: 

	Organisation/s:

	Site Principal Investigator Name/s: 

	Site PI Email:

	Site PI preferred telephone number:

	Add rows as required for each site and each site PIs in the research proposal

	Please note: each site PI must be an employee of the Institution the AS is being conducted




	STUDY DESCRIPTORS AND PROCEDURES

	6. Expected start date:   dd/mm/20yy

	7. Expected duration in months:

	8. Brief description of the study:

	

	9. Aims and objectives:

	

	10. Endpoints and measurable outcomes (if applicable):

	

	11. Study design:
Please include details about the online survey tool/ platform being used if relevant
If using an online survey platform please confirm that no IP addresses will be collected.

	

	12. Study methodology 

	

	13. Provide information on the statistical approach to be used in the analysis of your results (if appropriate) / source of any statistical advice.

	

	14. Justify the proposed sample size and provide details of its calculation:

	

	15. Total Research Participants:

	

	16. How many research participants re to be recruited in each study groups (where applicable)?
(NB list, group name, group total. Your answer to the above question should equal overall study group total)

	

	17. How many research participates are to be recruited at each study site (where applicable)?

	

	18. Research ethical risk screening tool questions:
If you answered “yes” to any of the questions below, your study does not fall within the low ethical risk category, and you must complete a full REC SAF application. 
Some examples for each question have been added to the form to support decision but please see “Companion guide to Research Ethical-risk screening tool, V1, Sep 2025”, for more information.

	18.1 Does your research have the potential to compromise the informed consent process or require a consent declaration?
☐ Yes / ☐ No

Examples: 
· Research involving participants who may lack decision-making capacity to provide consent.
· Deferred consent in emergency situations where participants are not able to consent in the first instance but will be asked to consent once they regain capacity.


	18.2 Does your research involve participants who are experiencing vulnerabilities in relation to their situation or circumstance that may impact on their ability to make decisions freely, protect their own interests or understand the research? 
☐ Yes / ☐ No

Examples:
· Studies involving neonates and/or children 
· The study population is vulnerable or there are individuals or groups, in vulnerable situations or circumstances.
· Power imbalances that exert an undue level of influence or pressure on an individual to participate.


	18.3 Does your research pose a risk of harm to participants i.e. is there a potential to harm participants?
☐ Yes / ☐ No

Examples:
· Research that poses more than a minimal risk of physical, psychological, and/ or social harm.
· Research investigating highly sensitive research topics.
· Overly arduous or burdensome procedures in studies that relate solely to participation in the research.
Research settings that may raise ethical concerns related to privacy, consent, participant and researcher vulnerabilities.  

	18.4 Does your research involve a complex design or additional burden to participants? 
☐ Yes / ☐ No

Examples:
· Studies relating to emerging technologies including new technologies and Artificial Intelligence (AI)  Establishment of longitudinal studies due to extended duration and/ or burden on participants over time. 
· Establishment of research registries/ research databases due to study extended duration and/ or burden on participants over time.





	STUDY PARTICIPANTS

	19. How will participants be selected?

	

	20. How will participants be recruited? Please provide details of the role of a gatekeeper, if relevant.

	

	21. Inclusion criteria and justification.

	

	22. Exclusion criteria and justification.

	

	23. How will consent be obtained? Outline consent process in full. 
Is there a risk of participant identification? For example, are there demographic combinations that could identify individuals?  Responses should not be traced back to participants so consideration needs to be given to how anonymity can be preserved. No email addresses can be requested from participants.

	

	24. Will participants be informed of their right to refuse to participate and their right to withdraw from this research study?
As surveys are anonymous, the Participant Information Leaflet must detail that due to the anonymous nature of this survey, participants will not be able to withdraw their data after submission, as responses cannot be linked to individuals. Participants may discontinue participation at any point prior to submission by exiting the survey.

	

	25. Will young people and/or adult research participants have the capacity to give informed consent for this study? (NB. A “No” answer would lead to completion the full REC SAF instead.)
☐ Yes / ☐ No


	

	Participants Checklist
Please confirm if persons from any of the following groups will participate in this study.  This is a quick checklist to assist research ethics committee members and to identify whether study participants include persons from vulnerable groups and to establish what special arrangements, if any, have been made to deal with issues of consent.  It is recognised that not all groups in this listing will automatically be vulnerable or lacking in capacity.


	26. Please confirm if persons from any of the following groups will participate in this study:

	Healthy Volunteers
	Yes
	No

	Patients
	
	

	Unconscious patients
	
	

	Current Psychiatric Inpatients
	
	

	Patients in the emergency medical setting
	
	

	Carers of service users
	
	

	Students
	
	

	Employees
	
	

	Persons in residential care
	
	

	Persons highly dependent on medical care
	
	

	Intellectually impaired persons
	
	

	Persons with a life limiting condition
	
	

	               Persons with an acquired brain injury
	
	

	
	
	

	26.1 If yes to any of the above, please comment on the vulnerability of the research participants, and outline the special arrangements in recognition of this vulnerability (if any).

	



	RESEARCH PROCEDURES

	27. Is there any potential harm from this research?

	

	28. Is there potential benefit from this research?

	

	29. How will aggregated study results be made available?

	



	INDEMNITY AND INSURANCE

	30. Sponsor or Legally Responsible Entity for this study:

	  Name:
	
	Sponsor
	
	Legally Responsible Entity

	Address:

	Area of Responsibility:

	31. Proof of indemnity and insurance:





	ADDITIONAL ETHICAL ISSUES

	32. Does this project raise any additional ethical issues?  
It may be prudent to think carefully before automatically replying ‘no’ in response to this question. For example, you may provide elaboration on use of Artificial Intelligence in this proposal.

	




Please return this signed AS-SAF to the appropriate REC(s) with supporting documents. Applications that are incomplete or re-assessed as higher risk maybe returned and will not be accepted for review by the committee.


















Submission Checklist

	Documents 
	Please indicate Yes, No or N/A
	Date of document & version number
	Please state reason for N/A


	Checklist Completed
	Yes ☐
	
	

	AS-SAF (version 1.0)
	Yes ☐
	
	

	Protocol/study proposal
	Yes ☐
	
	

	PIL/IC (If online please provide copy of same)/ Participant-facing materials (e.g., recruitment, adverts, social media content)
	Yes ☐
	
	

	Insurance/Indemnity
	Yes  ☐
	
	

	Data collection template/Survey
	Yes  ☐
	
	

	Curriculum Vitae of Chief Investigator/Principal Investigator (including previous research) (Maximum 2 pages)
	Yes  ☐

	
	

	Short Curriculum Vitae of site PI (Maximum 1 page)
	Yes  ☐
No   ☐
N/A ☐
	
	

	Other documents or materials submitted with this application:
	Yes  ☐
No   ☐
	
	





Please note in line with the HSE National Framework for the Governance, Management and Support of Research, all other required institutional research governance approvals should also be in place and approved before the research can start.
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